
Support for Resolution Honoring Dolores Huerta

  

(Washington, DC)— Congresswoman Gwen Moore has pledged her support to H.Res. 787, a
resolution to honor the work of Dolores Huerta.  The resolution, introduced by Congresswoman
Hilda Solis (D-CA), pays tribute to Huerta, a renowned labor leader who has fought tirelessly for
the rights of farm workers, working families, women, and children for nearly 50 years.

“There are few people alive who have been responsible for such a sweeping transformation in
the civil rights afforded to working Americans,” said Congresswoman Moore.  “Dolores Huerta is
a living legend.  She commands positive change in whatever issue she tackles.”

Huerta is best known for co-founding the United Farm Workers, originally called the National
Farm Workers Associations, with Cesar Chávez in 1962.  She has had groundbreaking success
in organizing worker strikes, calling for consumer boycotts, and establishing collective
bargaining agreements between farm workers and agricultural corporations.  Huerta’s
leadership has given millions of workers the ability to leverage their combined power for the
employment rights and benefits they deserve.

During her politically active career, Huerta has pushed for legislation to allow people in
California to take the written driving test in Spanish, for legislation to extend the benefits of Aid
to Families with Dependent Children to California farm workers, and has lobbied for the 1973
Agricultural Relations Act and the 1985 Federal Immigration Act.  Huerta campaigned most
recently against Proposition 85 in California, a state ballot initiative that would require parental
notification for minors seeking to terminate their pregnancy.  Her leadership and involvement
helped lead to an unprecedented reversal of position by California’s AFL-CIO, from a stance of
“no recommendation” to a recommendation by the Executive Council for voters to vote no on
Proposition 85.

Currently, Dolores Huerta serves as president of the Dolores Huerta Foundation, an
organization that promotes grassroots organizing for the purpose of ensuring greater access to
healthcare, education, housing, job opportunities, and economic resources for poor and working
class communities, and particularly for women and children in those areas.  Huerta also serves
on the board of the Feminist Majority Foundation.

Congresswoman Moore will be added as an official cosponsor of H.Res. 787 as soon as the
House of Representatives reconvenes in September. 
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